
Item _        ___          
     
Moved by:       Prepared by:       Rebecca Good______ 
         
Seconded by:  ___    Reviewed by:      Craig E. Willis_______ 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING COUNTY FUNDS FROM THE FY 2017 
OPERATING BUDGET IN THE AMOUNT OF $100,000.00 TO 
AGRICENTER INTERATIONAL, INC., A CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION.   
SPONSORED BY COMMISSIONER HEIDI SHAFER.  

_______________________________________________________________________  

 WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Community Enhancement Program Resolution 

(Agenda Item No. 24) passed on August 1, 2016 (the “CEP Resolution”), the Shelby 

County Board of Commissioners created a Community Enhancement Program and 

established policies and guidelines for the appropriation and disbursement of County 

funds to governmental entities and non-profit civic and charitable organizations meeting 

certain criteria, as set forth therein; and 

 WHEREAS, Said CEP Resolution provides that all grant appropriations pursuant to 

the Community Enhancement Program shall promote the general welfare of the residents 

of Shelby County and shall only be available to support public safety activities, cultural 

activities, community development activities, as well as County and municipal 

infrastructure improvements within Shelby County; and   

 WHEREAS, Said Resolution provides that community enhancement grant 

proceeds must be used for one (1) or more of the following purposes: programs, services, 

operating costs, equipment, construction, renovation and maintenance projects within 

Shelby County; and 

 WHEREAS, Said Resolution provides that such grants shall be approved to specific 

entities by resolution of the County Board of Commissioners. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, That funds from the FY2017 

Operating Budget are hereby allocated and awarded to Agricenter International, Inc. in the 

amount of  $100,000.00 as a grant listed in Exhibit A hereto for the projects detailed in the 

attached plan of services for the grant. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said grant proceeds must promote the 

general welfare of the residents of Shelby County and support public safety activities, 

cultural activities, community development activities, as well as County and municipal 

infrastructure improvements, and must be used for one (1) or more of the following 

purposes: programs, services, operating costs, equipment, construction, renovation and 

maintenance projects within Shelby County.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Office of the Chief Administrative Officer 

shall prepare and execute a grant contract with the specific entities designated herein 

within thirty (30) days of the grantee’s compliance with the grant awarding conditions set 

forth in the CEP Resolution.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That payment of grant funds shall be made as 

provided by the CEP Resolution and the grant contract.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Mayor and the Director of Administration 

and Finance are hereby authorized to issue their warrant or warrants for all amounts 

appropriated herein, and to take proper credit in their accounting therefor. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this Resolution shall become effective in 

accordance with the Shelby County Charter, Article II, Section 2.06(B).  
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       Mark H. Luttrell, Jr.  

Shelby County Mayor 
 
 

       Date:                                                                    
 

        
ATTEST: 
 

        

             
       Clerk of County Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADOPTED:       
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Exhibit A 

Community Enhancement Grants 

FY 2017 

Per Resolution (Agenda Item No. __) passed _______, 2017 

 

Agricenter International, Inc. 

Grant Agency __Agricenter International, Inc.__________________________________ 

Type of Grant __Project__ ________________________________________________ 

Grant Amount _$100,000.00_  _____________________________________________ 

Sponsor(s) ____Commissioner Heidi Shafer___________________________________ 

Purpose______ Agricenter International is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 

agricultural research, education, and conservation. For over 30 years, it has served as 

steward of the 1,000 acre parcel of land owned by Shelby County Government. Agricenter 

and its tenants have a $524 million economic impact on the region and bring in $4.7 million 

in taxes to local government. Over 4,000 students come to Agricenter annually to learn 

where their food and fiber comes from. Other features include: agriculture field trials, an 

RV park, the ShowPlace Arena, Farmer’s Market and Expo Center. Over 1.3 people visit 

the property each year. When the land now known as The Agricenter was developed over 

30 years ago, the greenway trail, designed to connect the Farmer’s Market to Walnut 

Grove, was left unpaved in a 3,885 foot section. One part of this section has a gravel base 

and the other is a dirt trail. Funds allocated through the County Commission Community 

Enhancement Program will be earmarked for the Agricenter Trail Enhancement Project. 

These monies will provide design work, grading, earthwork, signage, and some paving to 

further the trail. As an endorser of the Greenprint 2015/2040 plan, Agricenter International 

wants to enhance the trail to contribute to the overall regional vision of a connected 

community. Greenprint is a Shelby County Government-led project through the Memphis-

Shelby County Office of Sustainability.  It is a 25-year plan to create 500 miles of 
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greenway trails and 200 miles of bicycle paths across three states.  Agricenter 

International’s trail project has been approved through the Greenprint Project Certification 

process and is listed among the Shelby Farms Greenline ACCESS Project and the Big 

River Crossing. Effectiveness of this project will be measured by the increased use of the 

trail by users of all ages and abilities. 


