
Item _        ___          
     
Moved by:       Prepared by:       Rebecca Good______ 
         
Seconded by:  ___    Reviewed by:        ___________ 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING COUNTY FUNDS FROM THE FY 2017 
OPERATING BUDGET IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,000.00 TO MEMPHIS 
BLACK ARTS ALLIANCE, INC., A CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION.   
SPONSORED BY COMMISSIONER REGINALD MILTON. 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Community Enhancement Program Resolution 

(Agenda Item No. 24) passed on August 1, 2016 (the “CEP Resolution”), the Shelby 

County Board of Commissioners created a Community Enhancement Program and 

established policies and guidelines for the appropriation and disbursement of County 

funds to governmental entities and non-profit civic and charitable organizations meeting 

certain criteria, as set forth therein; and 

 WHEREAS, Said CEP Resolution provides that all grant appropriations pursuant to 

the Community Enhancement Program shall promote the general welfare of the residents 

of Shelby County and shall only be available to support public safety activities, cultural 

activities, community development activities, as well as County and municipal 

infrastructure improvements within Shelby County; and   

 WHEREAS, Said Resolution provides that community enhancement grant 

proceeds must be used for one (1) or more of the following purposes: programs, services, 

operating costs, equipment, construction, renovation and maintenance projects within 

Shelby County; and 

 WHEREAS, Said Resolution provides that such grants shall be approved to specific 

entities by resolution of the County Board of Commissioners. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, That funds from the FY2017 

Operating Budget are hereby allocated and awarded to Memphis Black Arts Alliance, Inc., 

in the amount of  $10,000.00 as a grant listed in Exhibit A hereto for the projects detailed 

in the attached plan of services for the grant. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said grant proceeds must promote the 

general welfare of the residents of Shelby County and support public safety activities, 

cultural activities, community development activities, as well as County and municipal 

infrastructure improvements, and must be used for one (1) or more of the following 

purposes: programs, services, operating costs, equipment, construction, renovation and 

maintenance projects within Shelby County.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Office of the Chief Administrative Officer 

shall prepare and execute a grant contract with the specific entities designated herein 

within thirty (30) days of the grantee’s compliance with the grant awarding conditions set 

forth in the CEP Resolution.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That payment of grant funds shall be made as 

provided by the CEP Resolution and the grant contract.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Mayor and the Director of Administration 

and Finance are hereby authorized to issue their warrant or warrants for all amounts 

appropriated herein, and to take proper credit in their accounting therefor. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this Resolution shall become effective in 

accordance with the Shelby County Charter, Article II, Section 2.06(B).  
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       Mark H. Luttrell, Jr.  

Shelby County Mayor 
 
 

       Date:                                                                    
 

        
ATTEST: 
 

        

             
       Clerk of County Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADOPTED:       
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Exhibit A 

Community Enhancement Grants 

FY 2017 

Per Resolution (Agenda Item No. __) passed _______, 2017 

 

Memphis Black Arts Alliance, Inc. 

Grant Agency Memphis Black Arts Alliance, Inc.________________________________ 

Type of Grant __Program__ ________________________________________________ 

Grant Amount __$10,000.00_  ______________________________________________ 

Sponsor(s) ____Commissioner Reginald Milton_________________________________ 

Purpose______ Memphis Black Arts Alliance (MBAA) is an organization that has been 

dedicated to preserving, celebrating, and advancing African American arts, literature, and 

culture for nearly 35 years. It provides a platform that gives voice to the concerns and ills 

that plague our community, but also provides solutions to be realized, heard and seen, 

therefore compelling progressive activity rather than destructive.  MBAA operates through 

the assistance of programming contract stipends and earned revenue.  All workers 

function on a mostly volunteer basis. It desires to work as a catalyst to merge the efforts of 

our local government and South Memphis community leaders with what seems to be our 

inner-city youth’s greatest passion, the arts! Funding allocated through the County 

Commission Community Enhancement Grant program will assist with General Operating 

Support. This would include securing administrative personnel on a full-time basis-

Operations/Business Manager, Two Program Coordinators, a part-time Development 

Specialist and the Executive Director. Matching dollars from other funders will be utilized 

for the same purpose. Effectiveness will be measured in four ways: 1) improving the 

economic well-being of Greater Memphis by employing Memphis residents on a full-time 

basis 2) taking surveys at each event to make sure that areas of concern are indeed being 

addressed through evaluations 3) tracking the attendance at events to make sure that their 
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mission-based work attracts their constituency 4) Open and ongoing communication with 

government entities to track statistical data that will hopefully result in positive change in 

our community as a result of the artistic work. 

 

 


